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There was no objection.

———
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY,
APRIL 17, 2008

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Wednesday, April 16,
2008, it adjourn to meet at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursday, April 17.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

————

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-

DAY, APRIL 17, 2008, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING
FORMER MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order on Thursday, April 17, for the
Speaker to declare a recess subject to
the call of the Chair for the purpose of
receiving in this Chamber former Mem-
bers of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MORRIS
BLACK AND SONS

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 100th anniversary of
the Morris Black and Sons, a renowned
interior design business located within
my district.

Founded in 1908 by company name-
sake Morris Black, the business began
as a horse and wagon team supplying
contractors with construction needs in-
cluding pipe, bricks, sand, cement and
other masonry products. The company
quickly grew as the Lehigh Valley be-
came an industrial center, and by 1928,
operated warehouses in Allentown and
Bethlehem.

In the 1930s, Morris was joined by his
sons, Benjamin and Samuel in running
the family business. Under this leader-
ship, Morris Black continued to de-
velop, and in 1943, became one of the
first companies in the Nation to incor-
porate an insulation subcontracting
business.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

A third generation of the Black fam-
ily became associated with the com-
pany in the 1970s when Morris Black
and Sons entered a period of rapid
change. In the mid 1970s the company
saw a growing interest in do-it-yourself
remodeling and design. With the do-it-
yourself trend on the horizon, Morris
Black and Sons opened one of the first
home design centers that marketed
building products directly to active
homeowners in 1976.

Over time, the company has contin-
ued to expand, opening its first sat-
ellite location in 1999 and the second in
2000, and has developed a strong rep-
utation for quality throughout eastern
Pennsylvania.

This Saturday the family marks its
100th anniversary. I wish the entire
Morris Black family and company a
healthy congratulations.

———

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam
Speaker, it is my honor to rise in cele-
bration of the coming 60th anniversary
of the creation of the Nation of Israel
next month. I have long been a sup-
porter of Israel, and I am proud of the
strong bonds that unite Israel with our
own Nation.

Not only is Israel one of our foremost
allies in the current fight against ter-
rorism, but they have been a long part-
ner in peace, in commerce and in the
values of liberty. Israel, like America,
rose to prominence through the hard
work of immigrants, and Israel re-
mains the best model of democracy, re-
ligious freedom and peaceful coexist-
ence in a very hostile location in the
world. The contributions of Israeli in-
genuity and Israeli technology are
making an impact in the Middle East
and throughout the world.

And today, with Iran threatening to
destroy Israel and developing nuclear
technologies and ballistic missile tech-
nologies, it’s more important than ever
that people of good will, Jews, Chris-
tians and of all faiths rise up in sup-
port of Israel and acknowledge Israel’s
coming 60 birthday.

Mazel Tov, Israel.

———
WHAT IS AT STAKE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday, General
David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan
Crocker presented their reports to Con-
gress. Their testimonies were profes-
sional, fact-driven accounts, and I am
extremely grateful for their service.

During the hearing, I summarized al
Qaeda spokesman Zawahiri, who has
outlined his plan for Iraq. The first
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stage, expel the Americans from Iraq.
The second stage, establish authority
in Iraq. The third stage, extend the
jihad wave to the secular nations
neighboring Iraq. And the fourth stage,
the clash with Israel and extermi-
nation of the people of Israel.

Ambassador Crocker acknowledged
these goals, but said al Qaeda may not
follow this timeline. They may try to
attack America as soon as possible.

The Ambassador also agreed al Qaeda
would not be satisfied with simply the
destruction of the people of Israel.

We should remember what is at stake
in Iraq. A failure in Iraq, a defeat at
the hands of these extremists, would
mean a failed state, a breeding ground
for extremists. It is the scenario we
saw in Afghanistan prior to 9/11.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to call on the
House of Representatives to pass a per-
manent research and development tax
credit. We are the strongest Nation on
Earth, in large part because of the in-
novation inspired through research and
development.

Throughout our history, America has
led the way thanks to our innovators
and entrepreneurs. Their contributions
to our society have led us to a new era,
but we cannot rest on these laurels.

Even now, people in Nebraska and
throughout our country are looking be-
yond the horizon for new ways to
strengthen and grow our small, rural
communities. We owe it to them to do
everything in our power to foster these
new ideas.

We live in a world with unlimited in-
novation, and I look forward to seeing
what the future will bring from further
research and development.

I urge the House leadership to bring
H.R. 2138, the Investment in America
Act, to the floor as soon as possible.

————

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, con-
tinuing on with the remarks that were
just made, many U.S. companies are
making plans of where they will spend
their research and development budg-
ets for the next 3 to 5 years. Unfortu-
nately, this Congress has made it in-
creasingly difficult for these companies
to invest those R&D dollars with the
kind of careful planning their needs de-
mand.

High-tech companies are sending
their R&D jobs abroad to countries
that recognize that permanent R&D
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